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Marshal1 provides an exceptional review of the interdisciplinary work that has contributed to our current understanding of place as a concept. This interdisciplinary perspective provides valuable insight regarding the importance of the interactions between healing and place. The concept of place is directly related to environment, which, as Marshall notes, is\break a core nursing concept. Therefore, it is especially relevant to consider contributions from disciplines that share this core concept, in particular, architecture and environmental psychology.

A basic underlying principle of neuroscience is that … environment influences behavior.2(p1227) This is also a basic underlying principle in architecture and environmental psychology. Clare Cooper Marcus,3 noted landscape architect, in her book House as Mirror of Self illuminates the intersection between design and emotion. There is a further extension of the concept of place by Manzo.4 This research extends the exploration of place, and places of comfort or restoration, beyond the home and into community. These scholars, who study the concepts of environment and place, provide important insights for nurse scientists to consider in their work. The interrelationship of home and healing is especially relevant as people cope with the loss of home due to the current economic downturn.

Thank you for publishing this timely and important article on the relationship between place and healing.

Grace A. Kline, MN

University of Washington, Seattle, Washington
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